Congenital absence of the portal vein: clinical and radiologic findings.
Congenital absence of the portal vein (CAPV) is a rare anomaly in which the intestinal and splenic venous drainage bypasses the liver and drains into the systemic veins through various venous shunts. In patients with CAPV, the portosystemic shunting causes disruption of the enterohepatic circulation and leads to various clinical manifestations. CAPV can be diagnosed without invasive techniques. This article illustrates the clinical and radiologic findings (including ultrasound, CT, and MRI) of CAPV.